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Al-Quds Bard College Preparatory Program
(AQB Prep)

AQB Prep is a brand-new approach to high school education in Palestine.

Students in AQB Prep will enter as seventh grade students at the Arab
Institute School in Abu Dis. AQB Prep is a track within the Arab Institute
School, a boys’ school in Abu Dis. Students in the AQB track will study in a
class with fewer than 22 students, and will learn by asking questions,
engaging with big ideas, and working together. AQB Prep classrooms
prioritize critical thinking and creativity.

Students who finished this track, could enroll in AQB College if they want,
and study less than 4 years to have their BA degree, if they achieved some
criteria.

AQB Prep will provide students with extra English language instruction,
with the goal of being able to study fully in English by 11th grade.

Please note: there is no English language requirement for students
entering AQB Prep. The instruction for 7th graders in most subjects in

2024-25 will be in Arabic.

AQB Prep has a separate application process. The application form is

here:
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpOLSeeco Bq9X7idu2cesdLprgqD1IMYLA9-kRKkTyvla
0g-XhwlmjqQQ/viewform?usp=sf link

Applications are due by 23 August. Decisions will be announced after 25
August.
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Frequently Asked Questions:
1- What is the cost of the AQB Prep track?

) jal) i) 48IS aS


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeeco_Bq9X7idu2csdLprqD1MYLA9-kRkTylaog-Xhw1mjqQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeeco_Bq9X7idu2csdLprqD1MYLA9-kRkTylaog-Xhw1mjqQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

oua_dlld _eola
AL-QUDS UNIVERSITY
al- Quds Bard College

for Arts & Sciences

Tuition for the AQB Prep Track will be 5000 shekels for the full academic
year.
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2- What is the taught curriculum?
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The curriculum for seventh grade will follow the requirements of the
Palestinian Ministry of Education, with extra hours devoted to the study of
the English language.
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3. What is the difference between the AQB Prep track and traditional
classroom education?
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The biggest difference is that the curriculum will be taught in a different
way, emphasizing interactive learning and critical thinking. Students in the
AQB Prep classroom will be encouraged to participate actively in their own
education. Students will study in classes of no more than 22 students in
order to maximize opportunities for learning.
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4. What examination will students in the AQB Prep track take at the end of
high school in order to fulfill requirements for entering universities?
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Students in the AQB Prep track will take the American SAT/CLEP
examinations, which are approved by the Palestinian Ministry of Education
for equalization to Tawijihi. Graduating students will be exceptionally well
prepared to continue to university education either in Palestine or in
English language universities around the world.
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5. What is the language of instruction in the AQB Prep Track?
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In seventh grade, students will study principally in Arabic, although efforts
will be made to introduce English as appropriate. Students will receive
extra instruction in English, with the expectation that by 10th grade or 11th
grade, they will be able to study significant parts of the curriculum in
English.
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6. What are the admissions requirements and criteria for selection for
entering students to the AQB Prep Track?
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To ensure that we admit students who will succeed and continue in the AQB Prep
Track, we have established a set of admissions requirements and criteria.
Prospective students should meet the following to be considered for admission:

Admissions Requirements

1. Completed Application Form: Submit a fully completed application form by
the specified deadline.

2. Academic Records: Submit a copy of your most recent academic transcript
(6™ grade).

3. Interview: Participate in an interview process (if selected and if asked),

where applicants will be asked about their interests, experiences, and
motivations.

Criteria for Selection

1. Academic Performance: Consistently good grades in core subjects.

2. Critical Thinking Skills: show willingness to develop critical thinking and
problem-solving abilities

3. Communication Skills: Demonstrate good communication skills preferably
in both English and Arabic.

4. Motivation and Passion: A clear demonstration of enthusiasm and
commitment to the AQB Prep Track, as reflected in the application and
during the interview (if conducted).

5. Extracurricular Involvement: Active participation in extracurricular

activities, showing a willingness to engage in various aspects of school
life.
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7. What scholarships or financial aid are available for students entering
AQB Prep?
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No special scholarships are available, but financial aid will be awarded on
the basis of demonstrated need, according to Arab Institute School and
.Al-Quds Bard College criteria
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8. l understand that AQB Prep is now only for boys. Will there be an option
for girls in the future?
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We hope to establish other options for girls following the AQB Prep model
in the future, but that option is not available for 2024-25.
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9. How do | apply to AQB Prep?

10-Is this an additional track where students have to enroll?
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No, it is not an additional one. It is a track by itself that offer the same school
materials with different teaching styles
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11-Do they have to apply only to Al-Quds Bard College after finishing 12th
grade?

No, they can apply to any university
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12- Will their school schedule differ from their regular school schedule?
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The schedule will remain unchanged, but the additional English classes will be
coordinated with the school administration and students to ensure they are
convenient for everyone.
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13 How many English classes will they have weekly?
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Students are required to attend twice as many English classes as the standard
curriculum.
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